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SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER BITSIOS DISCUSSES THE AEGEAN QUESTION 

1 . DURING THE COURSE OF A VISIT WITH FOREIGN MINISTER 
DITSIOS MARCH 3 ON THE OCCASION OF DEPUTY ASSISTANT 
SECRETARY LAINGEN’S VISIT HERE, BITSIOS SHARED WITH 

MR. LAINGEN AND THE AMBASSADOR SOME OF HIS VIEWS ON THE 
AEGEAN QUESTION. WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF A DISCUSSION 
CONCERNING THE EARMARKING OF SELECTED GREEK MILITARY 
UNITS FOR NATO, BITSIOS PINNED GREEK RELUCTANCE ON 
THIS ISSUE TO THE REAL APPREHENSION IN GREECE OVER THE 
POSSIBILITY OF ACTIVE CONFRONTATION WITH TURKEY. WHILE 
BITSIOS WAS QUICK TO NOTE THAT THE GOG HAS NO "CONCRETE 
INFORMATION" AS TO TURKISH OFFENSIVE PLANS, NEVERTHE- 
LESS HE CITED RECENT TURKISH DECLARATIONS, POSITIONS AND 
STANCES RELATED TO THE AEGEAN AND GREEK ISLANDS THERE 
AS EVIDENCE THAT TURKISH AGGRESSION SHOULD NOT BE 
EXCLUDED. MANY OF THESE TURKISH STATEMENTS, HE ADDED, 
CONSTITUTED A DIRECT CHALLENGE TO GREEK TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY. 

2. WHEN MR. ALINGEN NOTED TZOUNIS' CHOICE OF WORDS 
THAT SUCH A CONFRONTATION IN GREEK EYES WAS "A 
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POSSIBILITY" RATHER THAN "A PROBABILITY," BITSIOS 
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REPLIED THAT ONE NEVER KNOWS TO WHAT DEGREE THE TURKS 
WILL ESCALATE TENSIONS AND INFLAME PUBLIC OPINION ON 
BOTH SIDES, SO THAT CONTROL IS LOST BOTH OVER PUBLIC 
OPINION AND THE GOVERNMENT'S OWN CAPACITY FOR ACTION. 

BITSIOS THEN MADE A POINT OF RECALLING THAT ON TWO 
OCCASIONS SECRETARY KISSINGER SAID THAT "THE U.S. WOULD 
OPPOSE ANY AGGRESSION IN THE AEGEAN." BITSIOS REMARKED 
THAT IT COULD WELL HAPPEN THAT AT SOME MOMENT IN THE 
FUTURE PRIME MINISTER CARAMANLIS MIGHT ASK FOR AN ELABOR- 
ATION OF THE SECRETARY'S COMMENT, I.E., WHAT REALLY 
WOULD U.S. "OPPOSITION" CONSTITUTE. 

3. MR. LAINGEN DREW TO BITSIOS' ATTENTION THAT IN 
TURKEY SIMILAR APPREHENSIONS ARE FOUND AND THAT THE 
TURKS PERCEIVE A DANGER DUE IN PART TO THEIR OWN 
WEAKENED STATE AS THE RESULT OF THE EMBARGO. BITSIOS 
RESPONDED THAT GREECE HAS NO CLAIMS ON TURKEY AND THAT 
THE TURKS KNOW THAT. THE TURKS KNOW THEY CANCAUSE 
TROUBLE FOR THE GREEKS, HE DECLARED, AND THEY ALSO KNOW 
THAT THE GREEKS WON’T CONSCIOUSLY CASUE TROUBLE FOR 
THEM. THEY KNOW THAT-BUT THEY SPEAK DIFFERENTLY. 

BITSIOS THEN ASKED, "EVEN IF WE WISHED TO ATTACK, WHERE 
WOULD WE ATTACK AND WHY?" BITSIOS CONCLUDED HIS 
REMARKS BY ASSERTING IN A DELIBERATE TONE, "WE WILL 
DEFEND OURSELVES, BE SURE OF THAT." 

4. IN A SUBSEQUENT MEETING THAT SAME DAY, MFA DIRECTOR 
FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS TZOUNIS DISCUSSED THE AEGEAN AS 
WELL. ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF ISSUE, HE ASSERTED THE 
TUKS ARE ACTIVELY RESISTING SUBMITTING THE CASE TO 
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE (ICJ), "THEY DON'T 
WANT IT," HE SAID. THE GREEKS, TZOUNIS SAID, CONSIDER 

THE ICJ APPROACH THE FAIREST PORPOSAL OF ALL— ESPECIALLY 
SINCE THE GOG DOES NOT REPEAT NOT EXPECT TO GET "ONE 
HUNDRED PERCENT OF WHAT WE ASK FOR." TZOUNIS ALSO 
STATED THAT THE AIR RIGHTS QUESTION (FIR) AND THE SHELF 
ISSUE MUST BE VIEWED TOGETHER TO SEE WHAT THE TURKS 
REALLY WANT. THEY WANT A LINE DRAWN HALF WAY ACROSS 
THE AEGEAN AND THEY WILL TAKE WHAT IS TO THE EAST OF 
IT, HE SAID. THUS, LITTLE BY LITTLE, THE TURKS PROGRESS 
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FROM A SECUITY ZONE DEMAND, TO ECONOMIC DEMANDS, AND 
FINALLY THEY HOPE TO GAIN EXCLUSIVE RIGHTS OF AN ENLARGED 
AEGEAN AREA WITH FULL POLITICAL PREROGATIVES AS WELL. 

REFERRING TO TURKISH EXERCISES AS AN INDEX, HE POINTED 
OUT THAT IN THE PERIOD 1971-1972 THERE WAS ONLY ONE 
EXERCISE, WHILE IN 1975 THERE WERE 28. TO MR. LAINGEN'S 
REFERENCE TO THE TURKISH PERCEPTION OF A THREAT FROM THE GREEKS 
RELEVANT TO THEIR ISLANDS' MILITARIZED STATUS, TZOUNIS 
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ASKED, "DO YOU REALLY BELIEVE THEY FEAR AN ATTACK FROM 
GREECE?" HE DENIED FLATLY THAT THE GOG HAD ANY SUCH 
INTENT. HE ASSERTED THAT THE TURKS "ARE PUSHING US AND 
WE ARE ALWAYS ON THE DEFENSIVE." HE NOTED THAT THE 
GREEKS HAVE NEVER SAID THAT THE AEGEAN IS A GREEK LAKE, 

BUT "WHAT WE DO SAY IS EACH OF OUR ISLANDS HAS A CON- 
TINENTAL SHELF." 

5. TZOUNIS STATED THAT HE DOESN'T BELEIVE THAT THE 
TRUKS WILLL EVER GO TO THE COURT JOINTLY WITH THE GREEKS. 

HE CITED POLITICAL FACTORS FOR THIS, I.E., PRIME MINISTER 
DEMIREL WAS ROUNDLY CRITICIZED BY ECEVIT FOR HIS INITIAL 
AGREEMENT TO GO TO THE COURT. THE TURKS BELEIVE THAT 
THEY CAN GET A BETTER DEAL THROUGH BILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS 
THAN BY GOING TO THE COURT. FINALLY, TZOUNIS STATED 
THE AEGEAN IS AN URGENT QUESTION - "DON'T DISCOUNT IN 
WASHINGTON THE DANGERS OF THE AEGEAN," HE WARNED. THE 
AEGEAN IS MORE SIGNIFICANT IN THE LONG RUN THAN CYPRUS, 

HE STRESSED, AND THERE MIGHT WELL BE A CONFRONTATION 
THERE. "WE WILL NEVER HAND THE ISLANDS TO THR TURKS ON 
A SILVER PLATTER," HE TOLD US. HE THEN REFERRED TO THE 
TURKS' BEHAVIOR IN THE AEGEAN AS HAVING A DELETERIOUS 
EFFECT ON GREEK TORUISM, AND HE CITED THIS AS A PARTICU- 
LARLY SERIOUS CONCERN FOR THE GOG. 

FINALLY, HE STATED THAT IF IN THE TURKISH MINDS THERE IS 
A LINKAGE BETWEEN CYPRUS AND THE AEGEAN - "THAT MEANS 
THEY'RE NOT SERIOUS ON CYPRUS." 

KUBISCH 
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